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£TQt  MARKET  URBhB  DISTRICT  G  QUITO  I L , 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 

Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  19UoT  ~" 


July,  1947. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Iiembers  of  the 

STO  MARKS. .  URBAN  D  STRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  present  the  Annual  Report,  compiled  from  the  records  of  my 
predecessors  in  Office,  together  nith  that  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  the  year  1946. 

STATISTICS. 


Area  . . .  « . «  . . . 

Population  (Registrar 
General's  Figure). 
Inhabited  ileuses 
Rateable  Value 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny 


•  •  • 

•  *  *  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  *  • 


1  , 668  acres . 


6,791. 
2,100. 
£39,512. 
rate  £164. 


BIRTHS ,  ( Registrar  General 

Live  Births. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

BIRTH  RATE:  per 
d  0 . 


lsJPlgur.es . ) 

M*  F.  Total 

64.  86.  150 

56.  77.  133 

8.  9.  17 

1 ,000  civilian  population  = 

do*  England  &  Wales.  = 


*22.09. 
19.1 . 


STILLBIRTHS. 

To.tal. 

Legitimate . 
Illegitimate. 

RA  TE :  per 

do. 


M .  F » 

2.  2. 

2.  2. 

1,000  civilian  population, 
do.  England  &  '/ales. 


Total . 

4. 

4. 

0.59. 

0.53. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  (UNDER  ONE  YEAR ) . 

W. 

Total.  5. 

Legitimate.  3. 

Illegitimate.  2. 

Rate  pe1^  1,000  Live  Births. 

do.  Eta  gland  &  Wales. 


F.  Total. 

2.  7. 

2.  5. 

-.  /  2. 

46.67  (Legitimate  37.6.  ) 

(illegitimate  117*65). 

43.  0. 


DEATHS.  (Registrar 

All  causes. 
DEATH  RATE. 

do . 


General's  Figures). 

M. 

42 

■  per  1,000  civilian 
do.  England 


F.  Total. 

45.  *67. 

population, 
d?  Wales. 


12.81 . 
11.5. 


CAUSES:  OF  DEATH. 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp:  system. 
Cancer,  all  sites. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions. 
Heart  disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 
Digestive  disorders. 

Nephritis. 

Premature  birth. 

Con smal :birth  inj; infant  dis : 
Road  traffic  accident. 

All  other  causes. 


M. 
1. 
5. 
5. 
9. 
4. 
4. 
1 . 

4. 
2. 
1. 

• 

1. 

5. 


F 


5 

9 

13 

3 

1 

2 

1 


2 


9 


1. 


There  is  little  in  the  above  statistics  calling  for  comment  apart 
from  Infant  mortality.  The  Infant  mortality  among  illegitimates 

is  more  than  three  times  that  among  legitimate  children,  and  the 
general  Infant  mortality  Hate  is  above  that  for  England  and  ./ales. 
Infant  mortality  can  be  regarded  as  a  pointer  to  the  general  health 
of  any  area. 

FQT  IF  TABLE  DISEASES  (  excluding  Tuberculosis) . 


AGE .  -1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20. 

35 

45* 

S5+ 

Scarlet 

• 

, 

Fever . 

2. 

3. 

,S. 

1. 

‘ 

/hooping 
Cough . 
Diphth- 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

eria. 

1 

1 

•  -  *  * 

Measles.  1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

10 

•1 

1 

Acute 
Primary 
Pneumonia . 1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas . 
Malaria . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Jaund ice . 
Puerperal 
Pyrexia. 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

‘  Admitted 

Total.  to  Deaths. 

Hospital . 


12  11 

9 

2  2 

23 


5 

3 

<3 

3 

1  1 


2. 


DIPHTHERIA  Im.  IJFIoATIOH . 

The  following  have  been  immunised 


Children  0-5  years. 
"  5~15 


101. 

1 . 


The  percentage  of  children  protected  in  the  area  is  approximately 


0-5  years. 
5  -15  years. 


31 A  ■ 

80.2  m 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified :- 


Pulmonary . 

L.  F. 

1  .  2. 


Hon-Bultru  nary . _ 

M .  F . 

2.  1  . 


ages : -  Pulmonary. 

F  o  n  -Pu  1  m  c  na  ry 


M.  25. 

M.  7,  45. 


14,18. 

57.  • 


Of  the  notifications  received,  five  mere  primary,  viz.  M .  4  F«  1 
One  (P)  was  later  diagnosed'  as  .non-Tuberculcs is  Arthritis  and 
removed  from-  the  Register. 


Cases  on  Regi ster  at  end  of  year.. 

Pulmonary . 

M .  P  • 

10.  7.' 


Uo  n -Pu 1  m  o  nary. . 


ivi . 

D  • 


p. 

•5. 


T /A TER.  The  water  supply. of  the  area  and  of  its  several 

parts  v^as  satisf ac torv  . in  quality  .and  quantity.  Samples  were 
taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as,  follows:- 
For  Bacteriological  examination 

Town  (station  Road)  Waterworks.  3« 

Services  off  the  Town  supply..  2. 

Poplar  Hill  Waterworks.  3* 

.Services  off  Poplar  Hill  supply.  2. 

For  Chemical  analysis 

Prom  service  off  Town  supply.  1. 

The  result  from  all  these  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumo-solvent  action. 


2.. 


No  action  in  respect  of  a,ny  form  of  contamination  was  necessary. 

The  number  of  dwell inghcu'ses  and  the  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  are  as  follows  :- 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses  1,958*  (population  approx.  6,500 
(b;  by  means  of  stand-pipes  10.  (  do.  do.  80 

In  addition,  53  houses  (population  approximately  140 ) 
are  supplied  from  the  Stowupland  'aterworks . 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

S .  A .  MACLEAN . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road , 

S  TOVMARKET . 

July,  1947* 


S.  A.  IuacLean  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B, ,D.P.H.  , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

3  TO  /MARKET  URBAN  DI  STRICT . 


Sir , 

Annual  Report,  1946. 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  in 
Stowmarket  Urban  District  during  the  year  1946. 

I  took  over  duty  on  the  1st  April,  the  work  for  some  years 
during  the  War  and  until  then,  with  the  exception  of  three  months 
in  1945  on  the  return  from  the  Forces  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
having  been  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor.  ar  conditions,  coupled 

with  the  many  additional  duties  for  which  Local  Government  Officers 
were  responsible,  and  conditions  since,  were  such  that  little  other 
than  the  most  urgent  work  had  been  done,  or  in  fact  could  have  been 
done,  and  unfortunately  many  of  these  conditions  remain,  so  that  not 
only  has  Public  Health  work  in  many  respects  become  more  difficult, 
but  much  more  time  and  energy  has  often  to  be  spent  in  securing  the 
most  meagre  results. 


Housing.  The  foregoing  remarks  apply  particularly  to  housing 

repairs,  and  Stowmarket  is  suffering,  as  everywhere  else  is  suffering, 
from' lack  of  labour  and  materials  for  any  but  the  most  urgent.  The 
result  is  a  build-up  of  maintenance  and.  repair  work  which  must  be 
tackled  in  earnest  soon  if  some  of  the  properties  are  not  to 
deteriotate  beyond  repair. 

ith  certain  exceptions  houses  generally  appear  to  be  soundly  and 
substantially  built,  and  on  the  whole,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from 
those  visited  and  without  a  detailed  survey,  in  a  fairly  good 
condition.  At  the  same  time,  many  undoubtedly  fall  short  of  the 
Standard  of  Fitness  recommended  by  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central 
Housing  Advisory  Committee,  and  some  at  least  would  in  normal  times 
be  the  subject  of  representations  under  Section  11  or  25  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 


Overcrowding.  There  is  considerable  overcrowding, 

the*  basis  of  the  H  using  Let,  1936,  which  is  admittedly 
standard.  The  main  cause  appears  to  be  the  return  of 

Daughters  to  their  homes  from  the  Forces.  Many,  have 
and  some  have  families,  and  in  the  absence  of  homes  of 
not  unnaturally  return  to  share  their  parents  *  hr  js. 


even  on 
a  very  low 
Sons  and 
married 
their  own 


The  Council  have  secured  20  prefabricated  bungalows  and  are 
pushing  ahead  with  permanent  housing  schemes  as  fast  as  they  are  able, 
but  progress  is  painfully  slow.  Under  these  circumstances  action 
against  persons  permitting  overcrowding  is  well-nigh  impossible. 

Dirty  Houses.  A  few  reports  alleging  dirty  houses  have  been 

received  and  investigations  have  shown  that  the  complaints  refer 
to  elderly  people  who  have  got  past  properly  caring  for  themselves, 
but  who  not  unnaturally  prefer  to  cling  to  their  homes  rather  than 
enter  aa  Institution.  In 'no  case  reported  was  it  found  n.cessary 
to  take  formal  action,  kindnes  and  persuasion  producing  the  most 
useful  results. 

One  case  presented  a  little  difficulty,  and  eventually  the  occupier 
entered  the  Institution,  where  he  died. 


Meat  and  Food .  Meat  and  Pood  inspection  has  taken  a 

considerable  amount  of  time,  and  the  amount  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  is  a  sufficient  commentary  on  the  importance  of 
this  branch  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 
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(i)  Heat.  Animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  were ! - 

Cattle.  1,604. 

Calves,  942. 

Sheep,  1,681. 

Pigs.  729.  Total.  4,956. 

All  these  carcases  were  inspected,  with  few  exceptions,  by 
myself,  before  leaving  the  Slaughterhouse  for  distribution  to  the 
Butcher's  Shops  in  the  Town  and.  the  surrounding  District.  'The 
amount  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  was  12*65  tons. 

The  percentage  "of  carcases  found,  to  be  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  was:- 

Cattle.  I4.152fr  Calves.  0.53/J»  Pigs  7  - 1 3 , 


The  slaughterhouse,  which  is  used  as  a  Government  Central 
Slaughterhouse,  is,  in  all  the  circumstances  reasonably  adequate, 
though  its  location  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  It  is  kept  on  the  whole  in  fairly  good  condition. 

It  took  some  17  months  to  secure  much  needed  improvements  at  the 
approaches,  but  these  were  eventually  carried  out  early  in  1947* 

I  record,  with  appreciation,  the  co-operation  and  assistance 
rendered  me  at  all  times  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager  and  the 
Slaughterman. 


(ii)  Other  Foods ,  Details  of  Other  Poods  condemned  are  as  follows 


Meat . 

Pish. 

Fruit. 

Vegetables. 
Miscellaneous . 
Packet  Poods, 
amounting  in  all  to  some  4  tons. 

Food  Premises.  Periodical  i 

Shops,  Pish  Shops,  Pried  Fish  Shop 
under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1938? 
sale  of  various  foodstuffs,  includ 
out,  and  the  premises  have  been  fo 
The  Market  Pood  Stalls  have  been  i 
satisfactory. 


355 

tins , 

and 

1i|4 

lbs  bulk. 

28 

ti 

t 

and 

270 

lbs  " 

6 

tt 

> 

and 

35 

lbs  11  ,  and 

Gross  Oranges. 

26 

11 

9 

and 

6,6 

10  lbs.  bulk. 

59 

ti 

9 

and 

93 

lbs  bulk. 

11 

packet 

B  . 

nspections  of  Bakehouses , Butcher ’ s 
s,  and  all  premises  registered 
for  the  manufacture,  storage,  or 
ing  Ice  Cream,  have  been  carried 
und  generally  satisfactory, 
nspected  weekly  and  found 


Milk.  The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected  at 

irregular  intervals.  One  Dairy  was  found  to  be  inadequate  and 
unsatisfactory,  and  fresh  premises  were  secured  and  were  in  course  of 
conversion  into  a  dairy  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Otherwise,  all 

premises  were  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Monthly  .samples  were  at  first  taken  from  the  C,"/.S.  Creamery 
and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory ,  but  later  it  was  ascertained 
that  an  arrangement  had  bean  made  in  1945  for  this  to  be  done  by  the 
Ooonty  Council,  and  the  regular  samplying  was  therefore  discontinued 

Vater .  Ten  water  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for 

Bacteriological  examination  as  follows 

3  each  from  the  Town  (station  Road),  and  Poplar  Hill  ?/aterworks. 

2  each  from  services  from  the  two  foregoing  sources. 

One  sample  from  a  service  off  the  Town  supply  was  taken  and 
submitted  for  Chemical  analysis. 

All  these  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  P/or ks hops.  A  number  of  inspections  of  these 
premises  has  been  carried  out,  and  notices  served  where  necessary. 

Smoke  "Nuisance.  An  attempt,  with  some  measure  of  success, 

was  made  at  one  premise  to  remedy  a  smoke  nuisance. 


Conveniences  at  Licensed  and  Public  Places.  These  have  been 
visited  at  frequent  intervals,  and  e:;cept  in  a  fen  minor  respects 
have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  good  condition. 

Infectious  Disease.  Seven  investigations  were  carried  out 
following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  nine  houses  were  disinfected. 


Disinfestations. 


Two  bug  disinfestations  were  carried 


out . 


Rodent  Control.  Rodent  disinfestation  and  control  was 

vig:rously  pursued  throughout  the  year,  and  resulted  in  the 
treatment  of  259  premises  and  a  known  kill  of  1 ,347  rats  and  287 
mice.  These  figures  refer  only  to  bodies  recovered,  and  the  number 
actually  destroyed  must  have  been  very  much  higher.  The  Scheme 
under  ministry  of  food  Circular  1\T.S.  12  w as  operated,  and  the  Sewers 
received  two  maintenance  treatments.  The  effect  of  these 

operations  was  very  marked,  but  it  is  only  by  prompt  and  constant 
action,  not  only  in  the  Town  but  in  the  agricultural  land  and  premises 
surrounding  the  Town, that  these  pests  can  be  kept  down, 


River  Poll  union.  A  careful  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  River 

Gipping,  and  on  three  occasions  the  attention  of  Industrial  Firms 
was  called  i:o  pollution  from  their  forks.  The  general  condition 
of  the  River  is  well  known  and  needs  no  elaboration  of  mine.  Heavy 
storms  in  May  and  June  undoubtedly  helped  to  alleviate  conditions 
to  some  extent,  and  the  effects  of  pollution  were  understood  to  be 
rather  less  marked  during  the  Summer  months  than  had  been  the 
case  in  previous  years. 


Complaints .  137  com.laints,  including  35  of  rodent 

infestations,  were  received  and  dealt  with. 


Notices. 
were  given. 
Notices . 


139  Informal  Notices  -  verbal  or  by  letter,  - 
It  was  not  found  nece  sary  to  serve  any  Statutory 


Gone] usi on.  As  remarked  in  the  early  part  of  this  Report, 

Public  Health  work,  particularly  as  regards  Housing  repairs  and 
maintenance,  has  been  and  remains  difficult,  as  a  result  of  the 
Jar  and  conditions  arising  therefrom.  It  is  very  necessary  that  the 
housing  situation  be  not  allowed  to  become  worse  than  it  already  is 
by  allowing  existing  houses  to  deteriorate  beyond  repair,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  prevent  this  happening. 

I  express  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow 
Officers  for  co-operation  and  assistance  during  my  first  year  in 
Office  at  Stowrnarket. 


Yours  obediently. 


J. 


Si 


fis: 


DR. 


Sanitary 


inspector. 
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